DATA ANALYTICAL SERVICES 


DESCRIPTION 

Data Analytical Services (DAS) is a service available to High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) 
initiatives (task forces) through a contractual agreement with a telecommunications provider.* Under 
this agreement, the telecommunications provider furnishes investigators with information and technical 
assistance to precisely and accurately identify telephone numbers linked to illegal drug trafficking and 
related crimes. 


Services provided include the following: 


- Determining whether phones associated with international targets of investigation have entered 
the United States; 

- Linking multiple devices/phone numbers to an identified target; 

- Identifying devices that have had SIM (Subscriber Identity Module) cards substituted or 
replaced; 

- Identifying and deconflicting international telephone numbers associated with targets; and 

- Assisting investigators in understanding evolving telecommunications technology and ways in 
which that technology can be exploited by criminal organizations. 


LEGAL AUTHORITIES 

Under the terms of its agreement, the telecommunications provider requires legally compelling 
authority to respond to requests for information. That legal authority must comport with applicable 
state laws. Before responding to any request for information, the telecommunications provider reviews 
the material submitted and ensures that the authority required by the respective state’s law 
accompanies the request. If the legal authority is not provided or is insufficient, the telecommunications 
provider will not respond to the information request. 


ONDCP’S ROLE 

The Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) has provided funding through the annual HIDTA 
discretionary process to support DAS. (Funding details are provided in the table below.) Because DAS is a 
service available only to law enforcement undertaking active investigations under legally compelling 
authority, ONDCP does not have access to DAS or to the services or information it provides. 


Currently, ONDCP awards funding to support DAS to the Houston HIDTA, which engages in the 
contractual agreement with the telecommunications provider. Both the Houston HIDTA and the 
telecommunications provider undertake routine audits to ensure that the service is used appropriately 
and strictly limited to counternarcotics investigations conducted by regional HIDTA initiatives. 


1 From 2009 through 2013, this service was known under the title “Hemisphere.” 


FUNDING INFORMATION 
The table below depicts HIDTA discretionary funding awarded by ONDCP to support DAS. 


HIDTA DISCRETIONARY FUNDING 


EAR AWARDED 

2009 $1,400,000 
2010 $1,450,000 
2011 $1,000,000 
2012 $500,000 
2013 

2014 j 

2015 2 

2016 n 

2017 $300,000 
2018 $300,000 
2019 $485,000 
2020 $485,000 
2021 ai 

2022 $270,000 


* From 2013 through 2016, ONDCP did not allocate HIDTA discretionary funding to support DAS; 
however, some individual regional HIDTA programs contracted directly with the telecommunications 
provider to acquire these services 


** In 2021, funds carried over from 2020 supported DAS services. 


